2i4                       SHAH PUR DISTRICT
Khan, a Khattak, who held Pind Dadan Khan and the Salt Range for Ahmad Shah, treacherously put the Raja to death, and seized Bhera. But Abbas Khan was himself thrown into prison as a revenue defaulter; and Fateh Singh, nephew of Salamat Rai, then recovered his uncle's dominions.
After the final success of the Sikhs against Ahmad Shah in 1763, Chattar Singh, of the Sukarchakia misl or confederacy, overran the whole Salt Range, while the Bhangi chieftains parcelled out among themselves the country between those hills and the Chenab. Meanwhile, the Muhammadan rulers of Sahiwal, Mitha Tiwana, and Khushab had assumed independence, and managed, though hard pressed, to resist the encroachments of the Sikhs. The succeeding period was one of constant anarchy, checked only by the gradual rise of Mahan Singh, and his son, the great Maharaja Ranjit Singh. The former made himself master of Miani in 1783, and the latter succeeded in annexing Bhera in 1803. Six years later, Ranjit Singh turned his arms against the Baloch chieftains of Sahiwal and Khushab, whom he overcame by combined force and treachery. At the same time he swallowed up certain smaller domains in the same neighbourhood; and in 1810 he effected the conquest of all the country subject to the Sial chiefs of Jhang. In 1816 the conqueror turned his attention to the Maliks of Mitha Tiwana. The Muhammadan chief retired to Nurpur, in the heart of the Thai, hoping that scarcity of water and supplies might check the Sikh advance. But Ranjit Singh's general sank wells as he marched, so that the Tiwanas fled in despair, and wandered about for a time as outcasts. The Maharaja, however, after annexing their territory, dreaded their influence and invited them to Lahore, where he made a liberal provision for their support. On the death of the famous Hari Singh, to whom the Tiwana estates had been assigned, Fateh Khan, the representative of the Tiwana family, obtained a grant of the ancestral domains. Thenceforward, Malik Fateh Khan took a prominent part in the turbulent politics of the Sikh realm, after the rapidly succeeding deaths of Ranjit Singh, his son, and grandson. Thrown into prison by the opposite faction, he was released by Lieutenant (afterwards Sir Herbert) Edwardes, who sent him to Bannu on the outbreak of the Multan rebellion to relieve Lieutenant Reynell Taylor. Shortly afterwards the Sikh troops mutinied, and Fateh Khan was shot down while boldly challenging the bravest champion of the Sikhs to meet him in single combat His son and a cousin proved themselves actively loyal during the revolt, and were rewarded for their good service both at this period and after the Mutiny of 1857.
Shahpur District passed under direct British rule, with the rest of the Punjab, at the clobe of the second Sikh War. At that time the greater part of the country was peopled only by wild pastoral tribes, without